When it seems Grace is not enough
Open to 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Q1.	What is grace and where do we get it from? (See John 1:17) Are there different aspects of God’s grace?
Q2.	What does the Lord mean when He says, “My grace is sufficient for you?” 
Q3.	When we are in trials and suffering we usually feel weak. Discuss what Paul means when he says, “For when I am  
weak, then I am strong.”  
Q5.	We are told in many scriptures that grace:
· Is given by measure – James 4:6
· Should grow in us – 2 Peter 3:18
· Needs completion – 2 Cor. 8:6-7
	How do we grow through the grace process?
Q6.	We read of many promises in the God’s Word that God will help us in our time of need: Hebrews 4:14-16, Matt. 11:28, Psalm 62:1, Psalm 34:18, 1 Peter 5:10, 2 Cor. 1:3-4, yet often we don’t see how these promises are fulfilled in our trials.
Paul asked God to remove the thorn in his side but God said that His grace was sufficient. What was that grace that he received? Read Hebrews 4:14-16 & Titus 2:11-12; what is the grace that we should be looking for/expecting to help us when we approach God in times of distress/need? 
Q7.	What attitude does God desire of us during our trials: James 1:2-4, 12, Philippians 4:12-13, 1 Thess. 5:16-18, John 14:1, Proverbs 3:5, Matt. 26:25-27.

Growing in grace is a little like growing into new shoes. God gives us a measure of grace to get us started on our walk with him. Then as we learn to use that grace that he's made available, we begin to grow out of the bounds of that grace. Kind of like when your feet grow and don't fit in your shoes anymore.

To enable you to continue to grow he has to then give you more grace. I know that all of his grace is available to us but it's not useful to us unless we have learned how to engage it. 

God tells us that he won't allow us to be tempted beyond what we are able to handle. But it is only his grace that enables us to handle that temptation. So if he was to give us all the grace that he has in one hit then essentially we would be 'equipped' to handle even the worst temptations and trials, which clearly most of us aren't. So having that grace without knowing how to engage it would only be setting us up for failure.

So what I figure is that he gives us a measure of grace and expects us to be studious in learning and practicing the art of engaging that grace to overcome current situations. After we have learnt how to do that consistently then we have outgrown that portion of grace and thus need more to continue to stretch and grow. 

We don't give kids adult-size shoes because they simply can't walk in them and probably never would learn to walk at all. So we give them shoes that fit so they can learn to walk and practice. Then, when they are good at that and their feet outgrow those shoes, we buy them bigger ones and so on. 

This could cause some people to sit back and say "Well I won't learn to overcome the small things so then I don't have to experience the harder things." But a real Christian wouldn't think like that. A real Christian wants to learn and grow. 

That helps to keep the focus on the now. If we just learn how to practice engaging the grace we have now, then it's a slow and steady process that will always enable us to overcome no matter how hard things are. 

We will all inevitably fail many times, but that's part of the learning process with each new measure if grace. When we fail we learn, and the more we learn the more grace we can handle.
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